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they assert themselves to have sprung from Muha Dev or
Shiva They are in some places culti\ators, in others bankers,
but their more legitimate occupations are those of acting as
securities for the performance of engagements, and of recording
the genealogies of their Rajpoot clients
During the anarchy which has more or less prevailed m
Goozerat from the time v\ hen the dvnastv of Unlulpoor was
overthrown bv the Mohummedans, to the time when, under
British influence, the settlement was effected which we have
described, the security of a bard was one of the few available
means of ensuring the perionnanee of both political engage
ments and private agreements, and of providing for the safe
transaction of commercial operations "Whether the paramount
power sought a guarantee from the half-independent princi-
palities for the payment of their tribute, or a pnv ate individual
desired assurance of oblivion and personal safety from the
chief whom he had offended,—whether the money-lender
looked for a pledge of repayment or the merchant for the safe
transit of his goods through a country infested with robbers,
the bard was alike resorted to as the only person whose security
could be accepted without danger As the descendant and
favourite of the gods, his person was sacred in the eyes of men,
who reverenced but little else, and he had at his command
means of extorting compliance with lus demands which were
seldom used in vain These were the rites of 'Traga' and
* Dhurna', which consisted,—the former, in the shedding by
the bard of the blood of himself or of some member of his
family, and the calling down upon the offender, whose obstinacy
necessitated the sacrifice, the \engeance of heaven and the
latter in placing around the dwelling of the recusant, a cordon
of bards, who fasted, and compelled the inhabitants of the
house also to fast, until their demands were complied with
It was not until the establishment of British supremacy
rendered the performance of these barbarous rites impossible
that the custom of employing bardic security fell into disuse
and Gujarati literature abounds m ghastly stories of its use. This
abominable custom is, of course, a criminal offence under British lav,
and Bhats and Charans now make a respectable livelihood act fanners,
moneylenders or traders See vol i, 302, vol a, 387, 429 ]

